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It is a great honour to attend this opening ceremony of the Shakespeare Institute, Donghua 

University, which seems to me one very important culmination of the dialogue Chinese 

Shakespeareans have opened with their colleagues in other parts of the world. 

 

I met some of these distinguished Chinese Shakespearean scholars in 1996, at a meeting of the 

International Shakespeare Association in Los Angeles; and I met others in 2006, at another 

International Shakespeare Association Congress in Brisbane.  But I don’t think I comprehended 

the significance or extent of the Shakespearean research accomplished here until Professor 

Lingui Yang invited me to attend the first World Shakespeare Forum in Shanghai during October 

2011.  There were outstanding papers on all aspects of Shakespeare’s presence in China; and 

eighty participants discussed them, seventy Chinese scholars, five Japanese, and five Westerners.  

As the participants’ conversations energized one another, I realized for the first time that 

Shakespearean projects done here – both in the academy and in the theatre – should have wider 

circulation outside China. 

 

In the year since the Forum, Professor Yang has become a member of the International 

Shakespeare Conference, which meets every other year in Stratford-upon-Avon: it admits only 

well-established scholars.  Perhaps more importantly, he has become China’s representative on 

the Executive Committee of the International Shakespeare Association, having a say in the 

planning of its Congresses.  With this second role especially, he has become an ambassador for 

Chinese Shakespeareans in the world at large, enlisting the International Shakespeare 

Association’s support for the 2016 Shakespeare festival in Shanghai and establishing a place for 

Chinese Shakespeareans in the 2016 International Shakespeare Association Congress. 

 

As it facilitates the exchange of students and scholars, allows focused programs, and provides a 

specialized library – among many other accomplishments – the Shakespeare Institute, Donghua 

University, will continue to promote these valuable global trends.  In those endeavours, I give it 

my warmest good wishes. 


